
Chiloschista segawai 
Chiloschista is a genus of epiphytes found in India, S.E. Asia, Indonesia, and Australia. All grow well 
in warm areas and love humidity and shade. These plants fill at home when mounted on wood or 
cork.  

 

Chiloschista orchids are known as “plants without leaves” because this genus consists mainly 
of a root system and the stem is either very short of absent. The presence of leaves is very rare.  

When you grow Chiloschista orchids, the first thing you notice is the green colour of the roots. 
That is because in the absence of leaves the roots take over the functions of the leaves. The roots are 
strong, 2 - 4 mm thick, and in my collection up to 15 cm long. 

I purchased a flask, about 45 seedlings and mounted the all on cork that was 3 years ago. 
Today there are about 8 alive. I cannot be certain but it appears to me that the plants may have a 
limited life span, maybe 5 years? When the time comes to die, the roots start to dry out and you can 
clearly see the end is near (see bellow).  

 



 

The plants flower almost every year from early September to late October. The inflorescence 
can be up to 15 cm long and support 5 - 15 pale yellow to yellow to pale yellow-green flowers. Two or 
more inflorescences per plant are common. The flowers are strong, last a few weeks and the flower 
size is consistent. 

I disagree with those that suggest the “roots like to dry out between watering”. When wet, the 
roots are very green and look very healthy. Sometimes I let the cork float on water for days. In fact, I 
was advised to keep the plants “horizontal” and not vertical (hanging) in order to keep them moist 
longer. 
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